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SECRET| 


8 June 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT; Vietnam Committee Matter* 


1 At thl. mtuneut. the meet important element of the VMahBi 
eituetion U the (»et burgeoning pr J limat . V. 

State Thieu, both of .whom ««n d .tail with Me.ire. 

(VAS) her. reviewed tte blSiirig oe InteUlgence eeeeeement 

Colby and Blaufarb. Outlined below is oar join? 

a n d recommended course of action. 

*• a?«m t .nc« ta crUteMctlon 

beginning to epllt tc MUtm groupe who should be cooperating 

tmtween mejor uon-Communiet ciriltan 1 ^ t ^ t end ite divisive effects 
instead of competing. The rivalry g n««»*ci*te though 

.re.ir.edy mo« eeriou. then “ - ^ sr^d 

B-dtsr'. l.«.« ^: k lX g Unot.i!.^oP^d Uta. very nesr'iutare. 
LTht^rita. b.« P^Uticily schieved within SoutaVl^nsrnwm be 
£“p.rdf.sd end prospect, for continued pr.gr... wiU be blesh. 

, _ Course of Action; The US Government does not 

3 * R * C f d ff, ^ ltjT n n of ba c k ing any given Vietnamese political 
want to be put In the P^ b ^c po internal Vietnamese political affaire, 

figure or of Inter veningdire Y -uch & magnitude that we cannot 

Our investment in Vietnam, 6cm«v«r, i y Uto amese with political 

u, it be jeot-rdised by ;-«£££-< .Ys^TSu help to tar.cloe. 

ambitions. We believe th ® involving the US too heavily in the 

the Thieu-Ky political struggle without involving me 

{ortusti of any single individual: 
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A) Ambassador Bunker should see both Thieu and Ky — 
separately -- as soon as possible and deliver the following 
pitch to each: The US Government feels that Thieu and Ky 
ca n n ot both seek the office of president without doing irreparable 
harm to the essential unity of the South Vietnamese military 
establishment and nationalist, non-CommunUt elements in 
civilian political life. ¥» e thus feel it imperative that these 
two patriots agrse between themselves that only one should 
campaign for the office of president while the other should 
remain within the military establishment to hold it together 
and insure its continued effectiveness in the national interest. 

We would not presume to suggest which of the two should play 
which role, for that Is a Vietnamese matter that only the 
Vietnamese parties involved can decide. We do feel, however, 
that this basic decision has to be taken immediately (l. e. , 
within 72 hours) in order to prevent irreparable divisions 
among anti- Communist nationalists, both civilian and military. 
We would appreciate being privately informed of the decision 
roadbed and are confident that the patriotism and integrity of 
both principals will lead them to the choice that ia moat in the 
Vietnamese national interest. 

(1) If the pitch la put this way and bought, 

Thieu would probably want to run the military 
la position he would not want Ky to have) and 
Ky will probably be the candidate for president. 

If he is foe only military candidate, he will 
almost certainly win and will not need to rig foe 
vote. All factors considered, this would be foe 
optimum solution in terms of US interest. If, 
however, Thieu should emerge as the military 
candidate with Ky r em ai n i n g in foe armed forces. 

It would be better to have Thieu as president and 
the military establishment united than to have Ky 
persist in running at foe risk of military unity. 

b) If Ky and Thieu have not sorted themselves out within 
72 hours after Ambassador Bunker has delivered foe above 
demarche to both men, the Ambassador should see them both 
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Again, reiterate his pitch in even stronger terms, and say 
that ii the two principals cannot decide between themselves 
within 24 hours, the US will have no option but to approach 
the members ol the Armed Forces Congress through their 
appropriate US military counterparts with a request that 
the Congress of the Armed Forces convene forthwith to select 
a single military candidate for the office of president. 

4. If (b) does not work. Ambassador Bunker should be prepared to 
tell both Thieu and Ky, and their colleagues in the army, that since the 
military establishment cannot agree on a single candidate, the US believes 
it necessary for both military candidates to withdraw and allow the election 
to go to a civilian. Whether this third threat should be raised at the time 
of the second demarche or later is a tactical decision that would have to 
be made in light of the atmospherics prevailing in Saigon at the time and 
should not he decided in advance in Washington. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Aeeistant for Vietnamese Affairs 


GAC:mee 
Orig - DC I 
1 - C/FE 
1 - C/VNO 

1- Ky Pblitical Campaign 
1 - GAC Chrono ^ 


Approved For Releasi 


- 3 * 

: C I A - RDP 86fjo 


1720R000500070148-3 


25X1 


25X1 


25Xfl 





Approved For Release 20OT/08/19 : Cl! 


172OROOO5OO(W0148-3 


$ June 1%7 


MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: XJ.S. Into raw. and the Vietnamese EUetiene 


SUMMARY 


<1) wm^Y wi n t fr. election ? (2) I. It in th. U. S . lnt.„. t ior ^ to w< „. 



* * * * * 


*“ even If Thlea reelgne from the Army end run. a. » " 

£ r* P,Ct .' f ° r “ »f the.^MuC^" 

Waver. K^fch^ o™It£ ^!d^“ 

would be competing net only lor the military vote but also tor th 7 *** Thieu 
...entUUT the earn, pro-cirernment. «,Wi«^nn “ 

Mwcee. Ky'a entourage (e.g.. Loan) might be abU to eal’va.e vloto~ ! * ircum ' 
bUtant manipulation and fraud, but such a victory would be Pvhr ric 7 a ^ m ‘ gh 
would open aerioue wound, within the military, wo^T«w .fed. S 

sifiSESir; — * tha — “»• -tr 1 * 

Increaalng maturity: he ha. grown *w. m. 
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w« can work with him and that he can produce result# a# an executive. 

HU ideal, are ba.ically eound and have potential political 

policie# and aim# are generally con.Utent with our*. HU victory would 

offer optimum prospects for continuity and momentum in 

developed program., for cooperation between military and 

for development of a genuinely broad political organiaation, and 

communication between the urban and rural muiei, on the one hand, an 

the governmental and national political lead* rekip on the other. 

3. A victory by Thieu would be lee# compatible with U. S. interest#. 

Thieu probably would not have the full #upport and cooperation {evenafter 
winning) of the critically important Young Turk military element, and he 
™0d not attract a. wide a political ba#e a# Ky among civUUn 8 roup ^. A 
government headed by Thieu would most likely be le.e finlbto. 

Ltd progressive in it* approach to solutions of Vietnam*, problems 

more inclined to be Mandarine!, rigid and pate mail. tic in the Diem P*t*oni. 

ThUu*. principal support .terns from the older political ge»«ra on, 

, te .p*d in traditional (and ineffectual) Vietnamese political forma and 
practice, and which ha. little appeal to the youth. 

4 A victory by Tran Van Huong would be potentially disruptive, 
particularly if it were achieved at the expense of the Thieu -Ky rivalry. 

Although much of Huong*, appeal derive, from hi. integrity udm^jn 
origin, hie victory would be dependent on itrong wpport from extremist. 
^U^bUehme* element. ~ Gaulli^-o rioted ^th.rn^paratUto and 
militant Buddhists — whose views he would be unable to ignore. While he 
had indicated he might be able to work with Ky after the election, * ra- 
pulsion to do so would diminish if ths military establishment were .plit 
Lrta, th. campaign. andhl. .bill* « *<hMr £*** * 

for^tt^ *» 

19M - th. fundamantal da.h batw..n th. military and th. Baddh lat . rtr.mi.t. - 
would militate against th. pro.p.ct. for rn.ee... another tlm. around. 

9 A victory by Phan Khae Suu - which la moat unlik.ly in any event - 
would not offer hopeful project. .lth.r for .(ability or for •“«=*£* 

Suu him ..If ha. never demon «rat.d political ...ut«...or.ff.etiv. la* p 
ability, and It la unlikely that the nor. dynamic and progra.aiv. Dr. Dan 
runnin/mat. - could .ff.ctlr.ly counter Suu'. unfortunat. 

weaknesses. 


- 
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b. On balance* U. S. interests would beet be served if Ky were to 
win in a reasonably clean contest* and if he were to broaden the base of his 
post-election government by honoring his reported commitment to incorporate 
Huong as Prime Minister. Such a government would offer optimum prospects 
for stability* continuity, and development of a mats* popular bare. Moreover* 

It would represent the optimum political challenge to the Communists* since 
any other result would offer prospects for instability which the Communists 25X1 
could nurture to their ultimate advantage. 
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8 June 1967 


memorandum for the director 

SUBJECT? Comment* on 2 June Bundy Package 


1. wmurn Bundy;. 30 Mny pnp« J zf^.y- 

10 Mny DOD (McNM t h'°n)^Mly. * « g<m .,nUy »gre. with hi. 

I share Bill** dim view of the DOD paper ana 8 

rebuttal. 

2. 1 rapport Bandy'. dl.cu..l.n nn th. rol. of «•» Snath Vi.tn.rn... 

with one addition and cm* caveat: 

* There is an obvious South Vietnamese tendencj to 
t * . L it There i* also an equally dangerous but sUghtiy 

l«t us do it. Th* Vietnamese military estab- 

different penchant In the Sou . the "fancy 

lishment for * .^Twhich could obviate the grubby 

fence** to stop infUtratio » ^ security- We must 

tuk of addr.Mln* th« P r ° from chasing 

fcea. th. Vl.f on th. ta.k. and .t.«r th.» »»»r 

gimmicks. 

. . . _,i*h Bundy, or Komer, on force 

, 1 b ' ». d ?VA*l rtlU think th.r. 1. n crltlc.l n«ed tor nln. 

»r..‘rrT. WoJS m»«v.r b**Uon. In I Corp.. 1* n,or. 
u n Corp.. Mid thr«. n.or. In 1H Corp.. 

3. Bandy*. dl.cn..inn of VS obj.etlv.. and th. .Uk.. In A.U 1. 
right on target. 

. .f.i .nelvsis is sound, though his recommendations 

4. Komer** e, **^fVjthIn usefully concrete. The key ingredients 
ure more hortatory and shotgun than us«u* y 
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to improved ARVN local security performance are; 

a. A clearer sezuie of mission (1. e. , aggressive har- 
assment of VC local forces rather than any attempt to 
provide a "screen”). 

b. Better armament (e. g. , M-l6s in lieu of M- Is) 
which will permit ARVN units to cope with equivalent 
Communist units. (At present ARVN platoons, companies 

and battalions are outgunned by their Communist counterparts. ) 


George A. Carver, Jr* 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 


GAC:mee 
Orig - DCI 
1 - Audit Project file 
1 - GAC Chrono 
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8 June 1967 


The Director 
GACarver 


Attached for your information and use 
are the following documents: 

(1) The commentary you asked for on 
Bundy's 2 June package. 

(2) A political action assessment and 
recommendation developed in concert 
with Colby and Btaufarb. 

(3) J3QC A cut at the paper you asked 
for last week on the elections and the 
US posture, coordinated with FE. (This 
needs more polishing but is given to you 
today in case you want it this afternoon). 

I make this suggestion with great diffidence, 
but if you find yourself impossibly pressed for 
time I would, of course, be happy to ^PJ e9ent 
you at the Vietnam sessions until the Middle 

East crisis passes. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 


Atts 
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8 June 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: Bunker'. 7 June Weekly (Saigon 27781. NODIS) 


1. You should read Bunker' 

2. You should also read his 
Ky rivalry (paras 6-7). 


a over-view (paras 1-5). 
summary of the Thieu- 


3 ‘ y ° U Want a ‘I 111 '* recap of the gory details of (?\ 
they are well set forth in paras 8-21. Y * (2) 

4. You can skip the remainder of the cable. 


George A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs 

Attachment 
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